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which is exported and used in the manu-
facture of marine soap, in making stearin
candles and for numerous other purposes.
The cabbagelike bud at the top of the tree
is boiled and eateu by the natives. From
the sap a beverage is made which, when
fermented, is called palm wine, and, when
distilled, is known as arrack, a very strong
liquor.
But the usefulness of the coeoanut tree
does not end here. The natives use the leaves
to thatch cottages, and from the fibers they
make mats, cordage, baskets, sacks and other
useful articles. The shells are made into
beautiful cups, ladles and other ornamental
utensils. Prom the trunks boats are made,
or timbers for the construction of houses.
The tree, which is a native of Africa, the
East and West Indies and South America,
is now grown almost everywhere in tropical
countries and is one of the most useful trees
in the world. A greater acreage is given to
cocoanuts in Ceylon than to any other prod-
uct of the soil. The tree begins to bear when
about ten years of age and continues to
produce from, fifty to one hundred years
without special attention.
COD, one of the most important of the
food fishes. In the cod family there are two
groups—the shore cod and the deep-sea
variety. Millions are taken every year, but the
supply remains constant, for cod are very
prolific. A single female weighing seventy-
five pounds has been found to contain close
to 9,000,000 eggs. The destruction of eggs
and young, which are preyed upon by other
fish for food, is enormous, but the number
growing to maturity is always ample.
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it is of sufficient size to be marketable when
two years old. When full-grown the fish
weighs from twelve to twenty pounds,
though larger specimens are sometimes taken,
Shore cod are confined to the temperate
zones, but deep sea cod have a much wider
range. The common cod, which constitutes
the well-known food fish, has a slightly flat-
tened body which tapers abruptly to the tail.
It reaches maturity in about three years, but
 The cod spawns in February, and the best
months for fishing are October, November
and December. The most noted fisheries are
the Grand Banks, off the coast of Newfound-
land.
The. fish are caught by hook and line. The
fishermen go out in schooners, to each of
which two or more small boats are attached.
When it reaches the fishing- grounds, the
schooner anchors, and the fishermen put out
long lines called tra vcls, to which are attached
at frequent intervals shorter lines bearing
hooks. A good-size schooner will put out
lines containing from 10,000 to 15,000 hooks.
After the trawls have been set the fishermen
go along the lines in their small boats and
haul in the fish that have been caught. When
brought to the schooner, the fish are immedi-
ately dressed, split open and salted. The
livers are saved, as from them cod-liver oil
(which see) is obtained. As soon as the
schooners receive a load they return to port,
where the fish are stretched on platforms and
exposed to the sun and air, and are dried and
salted. The cod is the most important food
fish taken on2 the eastern coast of North
America.
CODE NAPOLEON, the basal law of the
French nation, promulgated in 1804 and still
in force. After the French Revolution there
was wide diversity in the laws in various
parts of France, and a new code, general in
its application, was demanded. Napoleon, as
First Consul, interested himself in the mak-
ing of the new Code, and it was named for
him. From time to time other governments
adopted either the letter or the spirit of the
Code Napoleon. It became the basal law of
the French province of Louisiana, and the
laws of that state are yet built on it. It is the
basis of the laws of Quebec, which was and
is yet essentially French; it has been adopted
widely in South America and Central Amer-
ica, and it is still in force in Belgium,
Holland, in several cantons of Switzerland
and to a considerable extent in Italy.
CODE WRITING, a system of writing
messages in such a way that the meaning can
be learned only through a key to the code
used. For example, figures may be substi-
tuted for letters, 1 standing for A, 2 for D,
3 for H, and so on. Sometimes certain
words are made to stand for other words,
or the letters may be variously juggled about.
It is said that there is no code so intricate
that someone cannot decipher it. The

